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What to Make of Divine Rage
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And I Shall consume Them in a Moment

When the [entire!] congregation of Jews complained against Moshe and Aaron
saying “You have killed the people of God?,” G-d instructs Moshe [to relay to the
peopled]: “Remove (ma7) yourselves from this congregation and I shall consume them

in an instant.”

Does G-d not appear as though He is a vengeful G-d? Did G-d see the need to
demonstrate His staggering might?

Some point out that G-d had already articulated His ability to vanquish the entire
people in a single moment when He said*, if I go up into your midst for one
moment, [ will destroy you.

Why the repetition?

The generation of Jews who experienced the uprising of Korach had already been

destined to perish in the desert as a result of their repudiation of G-d’s Will> and
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